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This year has started wonderfully 
busy since Convention. National 
Convention was exciting with our own 
Indiana Vickie Koutz being installed as 
our National President as well as Chris 
Carlton our National SAL Commander 
from Indiana. It was a pleasure to watch 
his installation. I am honored to have 
been able to take part in the ceremonies. 

Fall conference was a huge success 
with the break-out sessions for the pro-
grams. Membership raced around 
Friday night making the drivers answer 
Auxiliary questions before they could 
advance. They also presented a mystery 
for everyone to solve during Saturday 
night’s dinner. They are off to a good 
start continuing to grow our Auxiliary 
garden with over 800 cards turned in. 

Our Children and Youth chair Sherri 
McGee has raised over $2,300 selling 
purple sunglasses. If it is a sunny day, 
you will see many Legion family mem-
bers wearing these sunglasses and sup-
porting the C&Y program. Thank you, 
Sherri, for taking on this project. You 
are doing a wonderful service for our 
children.

Our VA&R chair Michelle Woodburn 
is also out there beating the pavement. 
She has raised over $9,000 for our vet-
erans’ projects. Michelle you are just 
the person to help our veterans in need.

OCW (Operation Comfort Warrior), 
has brought in over $4,000 at this time. 
We are continuing to spread the word 

Indiana’s Vickie Koutz Installed as
ALA National President

   “A little girl born and raised in Southern Indiana is about to set out on a mission” – Michael Koutz
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“VETERANS OUR NUMBER 1 PRIORITY”
HOOSIER AUXILIARY NEWS

President’s Message

Pam Shook 
Department President

“I am very honored to be standing 
here today as your American Legion 
Auxiliary Department of Indiana 
President.

This journey started with me join-
ing this great organization, Auburn 
Unit 97, in 1976. My first meeting 
was the nominations and elections of 
officers, and I found myself as 
Chaplain. What a scary and wonder-
ful experience. I had no idea what I 
was doing but I sure had several 
ladies that helped me to become a 
part of why we do what we do. My 
introduction into the 4th District 
came when the late Janette Lloyd ask 
me to be her sergeant-at-arms, and 
Sue Wehr asking me to be her ser-
geant-at-arms the following year. I 
had a wonderful time and some great 
experiences, with the most memora-
ble one had Sue and I counting fund-
raiser tickets for a cadillac. Her din-
ing room table was covered with 
tickets, envelops, stamps etc. We 
laughed and had a great time getting 

this project done. Through the years, 
I have been active within Unit 97 and 
the district and department serving 
most of the offices, a member of the 
ladies’ color guard, and serving, (not 
cooking) meals. I attended many 
Auxiliary conventions even when they 
were separate from the Legion. I was 
always in awe of the ladies serving as 
President. I dreamed of becoming one 
someday. This day has come. I could 
go on about all the experiences, but 
you really don’t want to be here all 
day.

I would like to thank my late par-
ents, Wilmer and Marge for their 
support during this journey. I miss 
you both and am proud of your active 
participation in the Legion and 
Auxiliary. I want to thank my broth-
ers, Joe, Ira and Jerry for their love 
and support in making this journey 
memorable. Your music is brought to 
you by my two brothers Ira and Jerry. 
My sister, Carolyn, who has always 
been as excited as I am during my 
travels and experiences. She is my 
hero. And the rest of my family, nieces 
and nephews, I am proud to have you 
be a part of it all.

I want to thank Unit 97, especially 
Kim Heiser, who has put up with my 
many moods and allowed me to drag 
her to all the events, and you unit 
ladies have been encouraging me to 
take this step. The Legion Post and 
especially, Commander BBT Bill 
Towle for cheering me on and escort-

Gratitude, gestures of kind-
ness, and the gift of friendship 
were on full display as 
Indiana’s own Vickie Koutz 

was installed to the highest 
volunteer leadership position 
in the ALA at the 2022 National 
Convention in Milwaukee.

With grace and a grateful 
heart, Koutz described the 
moment as a “true honor” and 
reflected on her path to the 
presidency. Koutz is only the 
third national president from 
Indiana in the organization’s 
history and second in her fam-
ily and Boonville 200 to 
achieve a top volunteer posi-
tion within the Legion family. 
Her husband, Jim, served as 
The American Legion National 
Commander in 2012-13.

A large contingent from 
Indiana wore red in support of 
Koutz as PNP Sharon Conaster 
served as the installing officer. 

Koutz addressed those in atten-
dance, and online, by chroni-
cling the meaningful connec-
tions that brought her center 
stage.

Jim, an Army veteran serving 
in country Vietnam and an 
active Legion member and her 
son Michael, a day one, charter 
member of the Boonville SAL 
provided her eligibility as well 
as her hesitation, respectively, 
to join the Auxiliary. 

According to Koutz, “I had a 
little boy at home. I didn’t have 
time [to get involved]. 
However, a member named 
Ruth Stevens would ask “over 
and over and over again to 
join.”  Ruth’s persistence paid 
off with a new member in 
Vickie.

A connection made with the 
late PDP Vee Titus at a district 
meeting started an enduring 
friendship. Vee’s gestures of 
kindness encouraged Vickie to 
attend department meetings. 
From there, Vickie found men-
tors and supporters in Bonnie 
Brewer, Florence Henderson 
and Roseann “Granny” 
Walters.

“If I had not finally given in 
to my friend Ruth all those 
years ago, I would not have 
made so many friends across 
this nation,” Koutz said. 
Everyday connections made 
with people of all ages and 
varying interests forged legions 
of friendships united by a com-
mon thread of service over self.

Honor our Veterans Everyday 

will be Vickie’s theme for the 
year. She will have a Special 
President’s Project that will 
provide financial assistance to 
companions of those partici-
pating in the Creative Arts 
Festival. Koutz also wants to 
bring Prisoners of War and 
Missing in Action awareness to 
the forefront. 

Koutz concluded her remarks 
by conveying her deep grati-
tude. She was then joined on 
stage by Lisa Liford, Campaign 
Chair, along with Indiana’s 
leadership. Past NEC Jerry 
Jordon expressed Indiana’s 
honor and pride in Vickie and 
described her as a friend to all 

Continued on page 4

Vickie Koutz 
ALA National President

Continued on page 5

about this wonderful program to ensure 
our veterans have the comforts they 
need.

IVH, AEF, and Creative Arts are all 
off to a good start raising over $1,000 
each for their programs. I cannot thank 
everyone enough for stepping up and 
showing what Indiana does for our vet-
erans. I am proud of everyone’s accom-
plishments. Let’s keep the momentum 
going throughout the year.

Meeting the National Commander Jim 
Troiola was an honor. Participating in 
the flag across the country with the 

hand-off being in Angola was an excit-
ing ceremony. Commander Troiola 
expressed concern about the number of 
veterans who commit suicide every year 
and is challenging everyone to receive 
training to help prevent this horrible end 
to precious lives.

National President Vickie Koutz’s 
homecoming was a great way to get to 
know those Legion family members 
from other Departments. There were 22 
represented and we had a wonderful 
time touring southern Indiana. The food 
was excellent and the shops and muse-
ums were wonderful. It is amazing how 
you can live in a state and not know 
these treasures are just a few hours 
away.

District visitations are off to a good 
start and will continue through the year. 
I am anxious to connect with the mem-
bers in each district and get ideas from 
them on our programs and how they 
make them successful.

I have challenged all chairs to reach 
out and connect with the district and 
units to make sure they have all the tools 
they need to make their year a success. 
We cannot function without these peo-
ple and want their success to be our 
success. 

I look forward to traveling to the dif-
ference locations and participating in the 
Legion family events and meet the great 
people of Indiana.

Veterans Our Number 1 Priority.

President Pam’s 
Installation 

Speech
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Hello fellow historians and Auxiliary 
members! Hopefully, you have been 
taking pictures and notes of all the 
great things your units and districts 
have done. I have a few dozen pic-
tures on my camera and many pages 
of notes from department events. The 
best way to prepare a good history is 

to start early and work on it a little at 
a time. Cramming it all together at the 
last minute is not the best way to go.
Speaking of histories, if you have 
heard the rumors, they are true. There 
are no rules to this year’s history book 
contest. You will still need to include 
a cover page, the preamble, the pledge 
of allegiance and a few other items. 
After that, prepare your history as you 
like. Do what gets you excited to 
record your history. If you write, by 
all means, write. If you love to take 
photos, do a picture album. If you are 
a lifelong scrapbooker, put those skills 
to work. Here is the one thing I would 
like you to keep in mind as you pre-
pare your history: If someone finds 
your history book 30 years from now, 
will they know what happened and 
who did it? How many times has a 
member passed and the family gifts us 
with the member’s collection of 
Auxiliary items? We get boxes of pic-
tures that very few people remember 
who is in them. Your history should 
not be that way. Pictures should have 

captions about the event and the peo-
ple involved. Who knows who will be 
around to remember us in 30 years?
Something to remember with your 
histories is that this is not the 
President’s personal scrapbook or his-
tory. If the President goes to Cancun 
for two weeks, unless there is an 
Auxiliary function there, it does not 
go in your history. Another item is this 
is the Auxiliary’s history, not the 
Legion’s or the Sons’. If your Honor 
Guard posts colors at an event and 
there is no Auxiliary member in the 
Honor Guard, it does not go in your 
book. This is the history of the 
Auxiliary. We are an important part of 
the American Legion family. We have 
our own, very interesting, history. If 
the event is an all-hands-on deck, 
American Legion family function, by 
all means have pictures of the family 
working together. Those are some of 
the best events to record!
 The District Historians will have 
the score sheets by the end of 
December. They can share those with 

the units so they will know if they are 
on track early enough to change the 
path or keep going. I am still working 
on how to describe what I am think-
ing. The District Historians will also 
let the units know when the history 
books are due to them for judging. 
The unit winners and the district histo-
ries come to me in June. I will have 
my panel of experts together to help 
judge the Senior histories. Junior his-
tories are due by the June Junior 
Conference. Historians will want to 
work with their Junior Activities Chair 
on the Junior history books. The same 
non-rules apply to the Junior histories. 
 I shared tips on writing a history 
with the District Historians. If you 
would like to research ideas yourself, 
head over to www.alaforveterans.org. 
After you log in, type “historian” into 
the search box on the upper right side 
of the webpage. This will take you to 
history related articles on the website. 
If you click on the first article, 
“Historian Resources,” it will take 
you to a page with ideas for helping 

Juniors with their histories and other 
ideas. The oldest articles are listed 
first. Click through the pages to see if 
there is any newer information that 
interests you. I will share information 
from the National Historian as I 
receive it. I will try to get it posted to 
the Department Auxiliary webpage at 
www.aladeptin.org. I will send it to 
the District Historians. It will be in my 
bulletins. If you would like the infor-
mation sent directly to you as a unit 
historian, shoot me an email and I will 
make sure you get the information. 
 My goal in loosening the rules for 
the history book contest is to encour-
age everyone to record their unit or 
district history. This should not be a 
chore. Preparing the history of our 
organization should be a joy at every 
level. I am a huge history nerd, so I 
am very excited to be in this office. If 
there are any questions about how to 
prepare your history, please contact 
me. I am happy to help in any way. 
Happy History-ing!

Historian

Jenny Gump 
Department Historian

Who Was Roberts and Why Do We 
Use His Rules?

The American Legion Auxiliary 
conducts its meetings under Robert’s 
Rules of Order. Who was Roberts and 
why are his rules so popular?

General Henry M. Robert is the 
man whose rules are the guide for 
conducting meetings of so many orga-
nizations. He was a U.S. Army engi-
neer officer of Huguenot descent born 
May 2, 1837. He studied the rules 
used in Parliament in Great Britain for 
centuries and revised them to be used 
in the “modern” 1800’s. His first edi-
tion was published in 1876. He con-

tinued to revise Robert’s Rules of 
Order until his death in 1923. There 
have been many editions over the 
years. We are currently using the 12th 
Edition.

The objective of using Robert’s 
Rules of Order is to keep meetings 
organized while allowing members to 
be heard in a fair manner. We’ve all 
been to meetings when we don’t agree 
with decisions. But if the decisions 
were voted on after a fair hearing, we 
accept the decision and move on. We 
also know that there is a method avail-
able to us to change those decisions as 
needed in the future.

The 12th Edition of Robert’s Rules 
of Order Newly Revised has 703 
pages. It contains history, rules, expla-
nations, diagrams, charts, and exam-
ples of motions. It is very detailed. It 
serves as the guideline for Department 
and National level meetings. The 
majority of us are concerned with 
meetings at the unit level. The booklet 
“Parliamentary Procedure” is avail-
able for purchase at Emblem Sales. It 
will be adequate for most unit proce-
dural questions. It has 15 pages with 
simple explanations. It is affordable at 
$1.50. It outlines the four types of 
motions, how to make them and their 
rank in order. 

Remember:  I move, NOT I motion.

Parliamentary Point

Jane Thurston 
Department Parliamentarian
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It is an honor to serve as your 
2022-23 Department Chaplain. Thank 
you for your support and welcome to 
a new Auxiliary year of, “Serving 
Veterans, Our Number 1 Priority.”

American Legion Auxiliary 
Chaplains are given some extremely 
important duties to fulfill. They have 
the honor of being the spiritual lead-
ers of your units and districts. You 
may be called upon throughout the 
year to perform many prayers and 
ceremonies. Your Unit Guide and the 
Chaplain’s Prayer Books are excel-
lent resources to find the information 
you need to perform these services. A 
few of these are:  invocations, bene-
dictions, installations, how to drape 
the charter, The POW/MIA 
Remembrance service, dedications of 
new flags, ceremony for unservice-
able flags, and the Four Chaplains. 
The National Auxiliary Magazine has 
a very good page called “Reflections” 
as well as a Facebook page which 
could be very helpful. You may be 
asked to participate in Legion family 
programs and community events. 
Remember to send an email or mail 
such as get well, thinking of you, 
sympathy cards, etc. throughout the 
ALA year.

All prayers and devotional 
thoughts must be nondenominational 
which means “not restricted to or 
associated with a religious denomina-
tion.”  Go to www.answers.com/topc/
nondenominational for information. 
Our ALA members are women and 
men of many different religious 
beliefs and faiths. We need to work 
together to serve and offer guidance 
and understanding of each other.

You should have received your 
ALA Department of Indiana Program 
Guidelines in your fall packet. There 
you will find the deceased member 
form; it can also be found on the 
Department website. Please forward a 
copy to your District Chaplain and a 
copy for me. Also keep a copy for 
your unit’s permanent record. The 
information is very important to be 
sure your deceased members are 
mentioned in both your district and 
the Department reports and memorial 
services. There are also rules and 
deadlines for the Book of Prayers & 
Devotional Thoughts. 

I will be continuing the department 
prayer chain this year. It has been a 
wonderful way to keep in touch with 
ALA members and ask for support 
and prayers. If you would like to be 
included and have not signed up to 
receive the prayer chain, just let me 
know and I will be glad to add you to 
the distribution list.

Please send me prayers and devo-
tional thoughts for President Pam’s 
book. I would love to include a prayer 
from every unit and district, as well 
as from the Juniors. Look for the 
Chaplain’s Corner on the department 
website for a monthly thought or 
prayer. Check bulletins for instruc-
tions, reminders, and due dates. I am 
looking forward to working with all 
of you as your Department Chaplain. 
If you have any questions, or if there 
is anything I can do to help, please let 
me know.

How good and pleasant it is when 
God’s people live together in unity!  
- Psalm 133:1 (NIV)

Tanna Shepherd
Department Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner

Greetings everyone,
We are off to a great start for a 

great year. Membership is racing in. 
Poppy orders and mandatory fees 
are filing in as well. Way to go, 
Units! Keep up the great work. 

The Department staff and I would 
like to wish each and everyone of 
you, a very safe and happy holiday 
season, and a very blessed new year.

Thank you all for all you do!
Anna Toomey, Kathy Knafel, 

Jessie Manning
Your Department Staff 

From the desk of  
the Secretary

Anna Toomey 
Department Secretary

Purple Up For 
Militar y Kids

Sherri McGee, Department C&Y 
Chair, is leading the charge by 
selling purple sunglasses. Why 
purple? If you combine all the colors 
of the branches of the military, the 
result would be purple. The project 
has raised nearly $2,500. Please 
purchase a pair, wear them proudly 
and make military kids a priority!
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It can be confusing when trying to 
decide where a rule should be placed. 
Should it be in the Constitution, 
Bylaws, or Standing Rules?  
Structuring the governing documents 
in a way that every member can 
understand will help your district or 
unit succeed.  
The dictionary defines the Constitution 
as a system of fundamental principles 
according to which a nation, state, 
corporation, or the like is governed. In 
the American Legion Auxiliary, it 
should constitute the Articles of 
Incorporation. It should also contain 
the purpose and structure of your dis-
trict or unit.
The Constitution should contain arti-
cles that are rarely changed. For 
example:  The amount of your unit 
dues should not be in the Constitution. 
The dues amount should be in the 
Standing Rules. All districts and units 
need to adjust their Constitution to 
agree with the National Constitution.
Bylaws are defined as the governing 
regulations of a corporation’s internal 
affairs.  In your district or unit, this 
should include how you govern your-
self and any fundamental rules voted 
on by the organization. Bylaws should 
be amended every five to ten years as 
needed and supported by Standing 
Rules.
The dictionary defines Standing Rules 
as issues that relate to the details of 
the administration of a society, and 
which can be adjusted or changed the 

same way as any other act of the 
assembly. In the Auxiliary, your 
Standing Rules should be more spe-
cific than the Bylaws. They should 
provide details about provisions in 
the Bylaws. Meeting dates, meeting 
times, the amount of membership 
dues are a few examples of what goes 
into the Standing Rules as they are 
specific to your district or unit. They 
can be amended as frequently as need-
ed to keep the organization up to date. 
The Unit Standing Rules can be easily 
revised by sending the revision to the 
District Constitution & Bylaws Chair. 
Remember to date the revision. The 
President or Secretary and Constitution 
& Bylaws Chair must have their sig-
nature on the last page of the docu-
ment. 
Civility lives in governing documents 
containing rules for all members to 
follow. Be sure to implement rules 
appropriately. Follow your governing 
documents for how revisions should 
be proposed. When presenting a pro-
posed amendment, make sure the 
change is understood by the members 
by providing clarifying language and 
rationale for the change.
The Department Constitution may be 
amended at any Department 
Convention by 2/3 vote, if notice of 
the proposed amendment has been 
submitted at least 60 days prior to the 
convention through a bulletin, to 
units, department officers, and all cat-
egories of the delegates-at-large. The 
Constitution may also be amended 
without notice by a unanimous vote 
provided that the proposed amend-
ment has been read at a regular meet-
ing of the Convention at least 12 hours 
before the vote is taken. Proposed 
amendments shall be received into 
Department headquarters by March 
15th of the current year.
Reminder: The National Judge 
Advocate has given the opinion that a 
post has no power to regulate a unit, 
nor Department of Legion to regulate 
Department of Auxiliary. A few years 
ago, the question came up about a new 
member being elected to office at their 
first meeting. The National Judge 
Advocate ruled that a member can 
hold an office as soon as his or her 
membership is sent to the National 
organization.

Constitution & 
Bylaws

Barb Parkhurst
Department ChairContinuing to grow our member-

ship ONE seed at a time! That is our 
focus this year. Without hard work, 
nothing grows but weeds. The race is 
on within national for membership 
and there is no speed limit on the road 
to success. Our 2022 department 
membership goal is 40,422 members. 
As of October 12, we have 10,266 
paid members (25.40%) and that is 
approximately 4,000 members behind 
where we were last year. Also, as of 
October 12, we still have six units at 
0% and 135 Units with no junior 
members. Remember the challenge 
from fall conference - NO units at 0% 
by the end of October! We have our 
work cut out for us to achieve 100% 
Hoosier membership by the end of the 
year. Indiana, I know we can do it!

Congratulations to the 27 units 
achieving our first goal of 50% by 
President Pam’s birthday on October 
21st (Lowell 101, Gary 279, Roselawn 
238, Kouts 301, Rome City 381, 
Kirklin 310, Greentown 317, Rossville 
342, Attica 52, Crawfordsville 72, 
Cayuga 263, Veedersburg 288, 
Pittsboro 426, Hymera 298, Cannelton 
142, Jasper 147, Boonville 200, 
Tennyson 463, Scottsburg 234, 
Mitchell 250, Batesville 271, Sunman 
337, St. Leon 464, Rushville 150, 
Albany 167, New Palestine 182, 
Yorktown 321). The goal award draw-
ing will be held after the actual goal 
date.

Special congratulations to 
Veedersburg 288 for being our first 
unit to achieve 100%. Joining the 
100% club is also Cannelton 142. 
Congratulations! Don’t forget that any 
unit that reaches 100% by Veterans’ 
Day, November 11th, will win a gift 
certificate to Emblem Sales for $25 
from National.

Membership

Brittany Schofield 
Department Chair

This year, our goal is to spread the 
word about the American Legion 
Auxiliary. To show the world why we 
love helping our veterans and how 
much FUN we have doing it! 

We want to spread the word and 

promote who we are, what we do and 
why we matter internally to all our 
members, to potential members, and 
to the general public. Public relations 
has always been an important part of 
the American Legion Auxiliary. From 
word of mouth, personal phone calls, 
letters, newspaper articles, and social 
media posts, public relations has been 
utilized many ways since 1919. 

Public relations is simply a matter 
of establishing and maintaining good-
will. It is not a complicated job, but it 
is a vitally important one. How can 
you help you might ask? Promote a 
positive image of the American 
Legion Auxiliary by building brand 
loyalty and the use of the variety of 
public relations materials and resourc-
es available online. Wear your offi-
cially branded ALA apparel and 
President Pam’s pin showing that 
“Serving our Veterans and their 
Families is Our #1 Priority.” Submit 
content to your local media to build a 

relationship with them, and in turn 
they will turn to you as a source of 
veteran related events and news. They 
will appreciate that you take the time 
to send your information and photos 
and their audience will learn about our 
ALA. 

In the last decade social media has 
become an important part of public 
relations. Create an ALA social media 
account for your unit and district. I 
recommend making them public 
pages so the world can see all the fun 
and wonderful things we are doing for 
our veterans. This also helps spread 
the word about the ALA. Post about 
what your unit and district members 
are accomplishing, any events that 
you are hosting as well as what the 
district and department are doing. And 
don’t forget the photos! Just make 
sure to get permission from the people 
in your photos. You can read 
National’s Social Media Policy, down-
load the Public Relations Toolkit, and 

access lots of other resources at www.
alaforveterans.org. Be sure to send me 
copies of your articles and tag me in 
your social media posts as well. Also 
be sure to like and follow our ALA 
Department of Indiana’s Public 
Relations page. 

I also encourage everyone to take 
the ALA Academy module, “Using 
Social Media to Your Unit’s 
Advantage” course. It is full of ideas 
on the best ways to promote your 
unit’s activities. I will be giving out a 
personal award to the unit and district 
with the highest participation. I will 
also be giving awards to the unit and 
district with the most new ALA social 
media accounts/pages. This can 
include, but not limited to, a website, 
Facebook, twitter or any other social 
media groups. Let’s flood the internet 
with all the wonderful things we are 
doing with the ALA! 

Please consider putting together a 
Public Relations Press Book as well. 

You can include newspaper articles, 
flyers, invitations, printed social 
media posts, and any other form of 
media or communication that was 
used to promote relations for your 
unit/district. It is simple to do. Just 
collect things throughout out the year 
(I find it easiest to keep them in 
chronological order) and then follow 
the Press Book score sheet (that was 
included in your fall packet) for put-
ting it together. You will be left with 
an amazing record for your president 
to look back on her time as president. 
This year, unit press books need to be 
to your district chair by June 1st and 
the district press books (as well as 
their first place unit book) to me by 
June 15th. Also don’t forget your 
year-end reports! Most importantly, 
HAVE FUN showing that “Serving 
our Veterans and their Families is our 
#1 Priority!”

Public Relations

Tina James
Department Chair

Follow  “American Legion Auxiliary Department  
of Indiana” on Facebook!

Membership should be fun and 
exciting; we proved that during the 
Fall Conference! We raced under the 
lights in the Hoosier Membership 100. 
The best decorated race car went to the 
8th District! Followed by the 7th 
District and then the 9th District! Our 
district presidents answered rounds of 
questions to advance the District 
Membership Chairs down the drag 
strip in several heat races. We received 
some good advice from Past 
Department President Louise Loyd 
and our Department President Elect 
Cherril Threte! The evening entertain-
ment during the banquet was a skit 
performed by the membership team. 
The team took us through a mystery of 
who took our membership and 
destroyed our beautiful membership 
garden, which happened to NOT be 
any critter. The neighbor did not like 
all the new-fangled blossoms but was 
arrested for severely damaging the 
membership garden and hurting the 
lives of others that could benefit from 
it. The cast did an outstanding job! 
Approximately 870 paid members 
were turned in that weekend with 42 
of them being NEW members! The 
traveling trophy for the district with 
the highest percentage of membership 
went home with the 9th District and 
the traveling weeds for the district 
with the lowest percentage of mem-
bership went home with the 1st 
District.

Mark your calendars for these future 
goal dates: December 1 - 75%; March 
9th - 85%; May 18th - 95%; and June 

8th - 100%. Let it be known that 
Indiana does have two challenges 
within the Central Division: 

1. Challenge with Iowa:  Goal is to 
be the department with the highest 
percentage of membership on Pearl 
Harbor Day (12/7). The loser must 
wear the winner’s state tee shirt at 
National Convention in Charlotte.

2. Challenge with Michigan:  Goal 
is to be the department with the high-
est percentage of membership 30 days 
prior to National Convention. The 
loser must pay $25 to the National 
President’s Project. 

I challenge each of our members to 
JUST ASK! EACH ONE...REACH 
ONE! If each person in the ALA signs 
up just one person for membership in 
the ALA, we could have over 
1,000,000 members nationally. The 
last time the ALA had over 1,000,000 
members was.... NEVER! From 
national records, the highest member-
ship that the ALA had was back in 
1955 with 998,103 members. 
Remember MEMBERSHIP takes all 
of us! We must work together as a 
team to be successful. We CAN reach 
100% and WIN the race to Vickie’s 
Victory Lane if EACH ONE of us is 
REACHING OUT and ASKING at 
least ONE PERSON! I want YOU to 
RECRUIT and RENEW, let’s GROW!

“Honor Our Veterans Every Day - 
Veterans Our #1 Priority” so start your 
engines and get in gear, who will have 
the biggest membership garden this 
year?!
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Americanism should be a point of 
pride for all of us. We need to tell 
everyone and show everyone how 
proud we are of it.  We need 
Americanism in our communities, 
school and in the world. Like 
Theodore Roosevelt quoted, 
“Americanism is a question of pur-
pose, of idealism, of character. It is 
not a matter of birthplace or creed or 
line of decent.”

This is going to be a very busy 
year. I want everyone to be working 
on promoting Americanism. 
Encourage everyone to get out and 
vote. It is your right as a citizen to 
vote. Take a friend or neighbor with 
you to vote. Wear your auxiliary 
shirts and show your patriotism.

Be sure to encourage participation 
in the American essay contest this 
year. Last year Indiana had several 
winners. The essay title is: “WHAT 
DOES PATRIOTISM MEANS TO 
YOU?” Be sure to see your district 
chair or your unit chair for the man-
datory cover sheet to be included 
with all submissions. There are six 
classes and each class winner will 
receive $50. The classes are:  Grades 
3-4; Grades 5-6; Grades 7-8; Grades 
9-10; Grades 11-12 and students 
with special needs. If you have 
questions, please contact me.

Beside the essay contest, there is a 
new contest for the younger chil-
dren enrolled in preschool, kinder-
garten, first grade and second grade 
this year. Your district chair has 
coloring sheet for you to have a 
contest and display them in the 
school or around the post. I just ask 
that you let your district chair know 
how many ribbons you need, and I 
will see that that she receives them. 
Every child will be a winner and 
something they can be proud of. We 
need to start educating the young 

children so they can know and learn 
about patriotism.

Remember Veterans’ Day is in 
November. Do something special 
for them and be sure to say, “Thank 
you for your service.”

In closing, I read a poem at fall 
conference that I would like to share 
with you. 

Remember Me?
Some people call me Old Glory, 

others call me the Star-Spangled 
Banner, but whatever they call 
me…I am your flag, the flag of the 
United States of America.   

Something has been bothering 
me, so I thought I might talk it over 
with you. I remember some time 
ago, people lined up on both side of 
the street to watch the parade, and 
naturally I was leading every 
parade, proudly waving in the 
breeze. When your daddy saw me 
coming, he immediately removed his 
hat and placed it over his heart. 
Remember?

And you, I remember you stand-
ing there as straight as a soldier. 
You didn’t have a hat, but you were 
giving the right salute.

You remember your little sister? 
Not to be outdone, she was saluting 
the same as you, with her right hand 
over her heart. Remember?

What happened? I’m still the 
same old flag. Oh, I have a few more 
scars since you were a boy. A lot 
more blood has been shed since 
those parades of long ago.  

But now, I don’t feel as proud as I 
used to. When I come down your 
street, you just stand the with your 
hands in your pockets and I may get   
a small glance, then you look away.   

I see the children running around 
and shouting; they don’t seem to 
know who I am. I saw one man take 
off his hat, then look around. He 
didn’t see anybody else with theirs 
off so he quickly put his hat back on.

Is it a sin to be patriotic anymore? 
Have you forgotten what I stand for 
and where I have been… Anzio, 
Korea, Guadalcanal, and Vietnam. 

Take a look at the memorial honor 
rolls sometime; of those who never 
came back to keep the Republic free 
… one nation under God. When you 
salute me, you are actually saluting 
them.

Well, it won’t be long before I’ll 
be coming down your streets again. 
So, when you see me … stand 
straight, place your hand over your 
heart … and I’ll salute you by wav-
ing back … and I’ll know that YOU 
REMEMBER!

Americanism

Shirley Firkins 
Department Chair

I am honored to be the 2022 - 2023 
Department Leadership Chair. 

What is a good leader? It is some-

one who encourages teamwork and 
always shows there is no “I” in team. 
Working together as a team allows for 
the most achievements within 
the organization. Leadership work-
shops provide great information on 
how to become a good leader. 

As a member of the ALA, each per-
son should promote membership. 
Different ways of promoting member-
ship are by wearing ALA attire, com-
munity involvement, and social 
media. This year, I challenge members 
to utilize the ALA Academy courses 
online. The courses provide tools to 
assist members with growing the 
organization as a team. They can be 
found at: https://www.legion-aux.org/
members

Another great source of information 
is the 2022-2023 ALA Mission 
Training on Saturday, January 21, 

2023 in Indianapolis at the Sheraton 
Indianapolis Hotel at Keystone 
Crossing. The ALA Leadership 
Program group on Facebook is a great 
resource for sharing leadership jour-
neys and receiving information. 

I also challenge members to com-
plete Member Impact Reports to track 
any volunteer hours, donations, etc. 
Unfortunately, this information is typ-
ically unreported. We are better able 
to tell others of the incredible impact 
the ALA has on veterans and commu-
nity if the information is reported. The 
form along with a monthly tracking 
sheet can also be found on the website 
above. Thank you for all that you do! 

Leadership

Manette Vanwinkle 
Department Chair

“All legislative Powers herein 
granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall con-

sist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives.”  (From the book of 
The Constitution of the United States 
of America by the author:  The 
Founding Fathers).

We can carry out President Pam’s 
theme, “Serving our Veterans and 
their Families is our Number 1 
Priority” by supporting the American 
Legion National Commander Vincent 
“Jim” Troiola’s legislative agenda, by 
supporting the STRONG Veterans 
Act. The STRONG Veterans Act, 
H.R.6411, call on the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to designate a 
“National Buddy Check Week, which 
is modeled after the American 
Legion’s successful Buddy Check 
Program, which nearly 4,000 posts a 
year have used to help veterans in 
need since 2019. 

This ties in the Legion’s “Be the 

One” campaign to reduce the rate of 
veteran suicide. The legislation prom-
ises to bring additional improvements 
to the mental health care of our 
nation’s veterans, including:
* Funding research on veterans’ 

mental health and treatment.
* Making the Peer Specialist Support 

Program permanent.
* Increasing full-time staffing at VA 

VET Centers and expanding eligi-
bility for treatment.

* Expanding existing scholarship 
and loan programs for students and 
mental health  providers.

In June, the U.S. House of 
Representative approved the measure 
in a bipartisan voice vote. It is now in 
the Senate waiting action.

We can support the American 
Legion’s legislative agenda by con-
tacting our Senators and 

Representatives, especially by send-
ing letters to endorse the various bills 
in question. There are suggestions on 
how to communicate with our legisla-
tors on page 9 in the ALA Legislative 
Advocacy Guide that can be ordered 
from Department or easily download-
ed at https://www.legion-aux.org/
advocacy. It is recommended to send 
several individual letters rather than 
one letter signed by several members.  

In-person elections are November 
8. It is not too late to contact them by 
letters, phone calls or email, www.
senate.gov, www.house.gov, www.
in.gov. By working together we can 
make a difference.  

Some very good resources are:
* https://member.legion-aux.org/

member/committees/legislative
* h t tps : / /www.vo te rvo ice .ne t /

AmericannLegion/home

* https://www.legion.org/dispatch
* https://www.legion.org/legislative
*   www.legion.org/newsletters
*   www.capwiz.com 
* ht tps : / / legion.org/command-

er/256932/tell-congress-pass-
national-buddy-check-week
Please keep a record of each contact 

you make and each response you 
receive from your legislators for your 
year-end reports and share with me 
during the year and I will share with 
the other Legislative Chairs.

“In America, we divide federal 
power between the legislative, execu-
tive and judicial branches so that no 
one holds too much power.  Congress 
writes the laws; the President exe-
cutes the laws; and the courts apply 
those laws fairly and dispassionately 
to cases.” By: Ben Sasse

Legislative

Roxanna Stoner 
Department Chair

ing me today. The SAL Commander Joe 
Shultis. I especially want to thank 
Doug Heiser, you have been in my cor-
ner the whole time, with your advice 
and wisdom. The entire Post family has 
been encouraging and wonderful to 
me. Thanks to the Fabulous Fourth 
District for backing me in this journey.

I want to thank all the former Field 
Integration Team members that taught 
me what it is like to be in the service 
and fighting for the freedoms we enjoy 
today. Raytheon Company gave me the 
opportunity to serve these guys.

I am very proud to call this lady my 
friend and my sister-in-law, Nancy 
Magginnis who has mentored me every 
step of the way since I took the office of 
Historian in the District. She has been 
by my side through the tears and laugh-
ter of this journey. I love you.

I want to thank my Auxiliary mom, 
Shirley Firkins for putting up with my 
crazy out of the box ideas, and antics. 
Janet Barnaby for giving me my first 
Department position, as Community 
Service chair. I had a wonderful time. 
Thank you, Department of Indiana 
Auxiliary members, for your support 
and I will try to live up to the expecta-
tions this office holds and do my best to 
make sure we serve our veterans and 

their families. To my 11 daughters: 
Thank you for your dedication to your 
Auxiliary districts and I will do what-
ever I can to help your year to be a 
memorable one.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to 
introduce to you, your 2022-2023 
Leading Candidate for National 
President Vickie Koutz. Would you like 
to say a few words? I don’t want to 
forget her husband Past National 
Commander Jim Koutz.

I would like to recognize my 
Commander Jim Daube and his wife 
Lois, thank you for being here and 
whatever you need from me command-
er I will do my best to help you make 
your year memorable. Would you like 
to say a few words? SAL Commander 
Charles Gemlich (Slugo), I will be here 
with my support in making your year 
fun and productive. Would you like to 
say a few words?

This year’s slogan is, “Serving our 
Veterans and their Families is our 
Number 1 Priority.” We can and have 
made a difference in the lives of our 
veterans and their families and will 
continue to do so through your support.

The membership slogan is, “Still 
Growing our Membership Garden, 
One seed at a time.” The lead flower is 
Brittany Schoffield, with her buds 
Northern Beulah Matczak, Southern 
Diana VanHooks, and Central Kristy 
Byers. They will be sprinkling seeds in 
their race cars throughout Indiana and 

making our garden flourish. As you 
turn in membership you will be given a 
button that shows your pride in our 
growth.

My two projects this year is OCW 
(Operation Comfort Warriors), and 
here to tell us a little bit about this is 
Jimmy Koutz Past National 
Commander. Together we will work to 
bring the much-needed comforts to our 
veterans. 

My other project is IVH (Indiana 
Veterans’ Home). IVH is an important 
project ensuring our residents have the 
most comfortable living arrangements 
we can give them. I will be working 
with the staff and especially Chair 
Jennifer Meyers for a direct line to 
their needs. Together we can make a 
difference in their lives.

I am looking forward to working 
alongside these officers and chairs to 
make this year a success … but we 
can’t do it without everyone’s help. 

Remember:  It isn’t all about us, it is 
about all our veterans and their fami-
lies that we serve. Thank you all that 
have and continue to serve this great 
nation. We will make you Auxiliary 
proud.

I would now like to turn it over to our 
lead flower, Brittany. Take it away.

Thank you all for making this day 
special, I will now turn the meeting 
back over to installing officer Nancy 
Magginnis.”

Installation Speech
Continued from page 1

Save the Date
2023 ALA Mission Training: Saturday, January 21st, Indianapolis
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Welcome to Community Service 
2022-2023!  After our Fall Conference 
in early October, our ALA members 
are ready and revved up to go out into 
our communities to show the nation 

how we value the places in which live, 
work, worship, shop, and play. We 
organize and participate in activities/
events that are targeted to, but not 
limited to, non-profit businesses that 
provide goods and services that help 
others. 

During our conference breakout 
sessions, I shared highlights of the 
Community Service program, guide-
lines, and suggestions that will hope-
fully assist your district and units in 
developing your program. Consider 
these three things when developing 
and executing your plan: 1. What does 
community service mean for your 
district and unit? 2. How will your 
program be presented to your mem-
bers and communities, and 3. Make 
event preparations prior to interacting 
with community organizers and vol-
unteers.

Your district/unit plan for commu-
nity service should serve as your road 

map and position members to tell our 
story in your communities by pointing 
out our three W’s:  Who we are; What 
we do; and Why we matter. Your plan 
should include a project/event list. 
There are lots of things happening in 
our communities. Some resources for 
event ideas can be found in your pro-
gram guidelines, national and depart-
ment websites, community calendars, 
local newspapers and television sta-
tions, churches, schools, or other civic 
organizations. College sororities and 
fraternities are good resources as well. 
Next, create a contact list for those 
events. This list can provide your 
units with multiple networking ave-
nues for other programs as well. Ask 
for volunteers! Although it is good to 
have a good showing of your mem-
bers at these events, don’t limit par-
ticipation to just the Legion family. 
Including volunteers can potentially 
lead to new members. Don’t forget to 

include our Juniors! They are full of 
energy and I’m sure they would love 
to help.

Be prepared! Planning is essential. 
Determine the minimum number of 
participants and items/supplies you 
will need for each event. Provide a 
sign-in sheet at all community events 
to track participants’ hours. Tracking 
and recording hours are very impor-
tant and will come in handy for your 
year-end reporting in April. Also, des-
ignate a Single Point of Accountability 
(SPA) as a contact for each event 
especially when including volunteers 
and other organizations.

Let’s get busy and get after it! 
Times are tough right now for many in 
our communities, but through our 
commitment to service, I know we 
CAN make a difference through com-
munity service!

Community Service

Connie Banks 
Department Chair

It is often said that the holidays 
bring out the best in people. Now that 
the holidays will soon be upon us, this 
can be a real asset to our Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund program. This year, 
the need is especially great with recent 
wildfires, floods, tornadoes, and the 
Florida hurricane.

The AEF was created over fifty 
years ago to allow members a way to 
help fellow members after a time of 
natural disaster or crisis. The funds are 
in the form of a grant, not to exceed 
$2,400. To apply, a member must have 
at least two consecutive years mem-
bership and the current year’s dues 
paid.  

There can only be one grant award-
ed in a twelve-month period to a 
member. More information, along 
with donation forms and applications 
can be found online.

The AEF donations come from our 
units paying their district and depart-
ment fees. Also from individual mem-
bers, memorial donations, outside 
sources and creative fund raising. 
Some members have shared ideas like 
bunco parties, bake sales, and dona-
tion cans at their post home.

There are so many good charitable 
places that you can donate your hard-
earned dollars.  A member helping 
another member is the best. If we all 
can give a little, it can add up to a 
LOT! So please, at this time of great 
need, do what you can to give what 
you can.  When we help a fellow 
Auxiliary member and their family, 
we are making, “Veterans our number 
one priority.”

Auxiliary  
Emergency Fund

Annette DeVries
Department Chair

who connects, communicates, and 
cares. He then pledged the 
Department’s continued support.

“We wish you [Vickie} and the 
Auxiliary much success in your 
quest to make lives better for 
America’s veterans. Behind me 
stands Indiana leadership represent-
ing the Legion family but for the 
coming year, we will stand behind 
[and in support of] you.” Jordon 
said.

The program concluded with a 
moving flag presentation by Molly 
Brown, Past honorary Indiana 
Department Junior President, and a 
beautiful rendition of “God Bless 
America,” sung by Jane Ann Hamby, 
which got the crowd on their feet in 
celebration.

Send photos to: ALAVickieKoutz@
gmail.com

Follow her on Facebook at @ala-
nationalpresident

National President
Continued from page 1

National Award Winners Indiana was honored to receive two (2)  
National President’s Award for Excellence this year:

Louise Loyd from Kennington Unit 34 in the 11th District
Candice Carter from Martinsville Unit 230 in the 7th District

Barbara Sandage recognized as Indiana’s Unit Member of the Year 

Americanism Essay Contest winners:
Mallory Kelly, Central Division, Class I (Grades 3 & 4)

Addison Vowels, Central Division, Class IV (Grades 9 & 10)
Trevor Klein, Central Division, Class V (Grades 11 & 12)

Outstanding Public Relations Program Award: Unit 18 Bloomington
Louise Loyd Candice Carter Barbara Sandage

Hoosier Homecoming

Hoosiers from all over the state, along with friends representing 22 Departments, gathered in 
Evansville, Indiana on October 13-15 to welcome Vickie Koutz, National President back home 
again in Indiana. To see photos and activities from the fun-filled weekend, check out her ALA 
National President Facebook page. (photos courtesy of Vicky Stainbrook)
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After over two 
years, Deputy 
Susan Wells and 
myself were 
finally allowed 

to go physically back into the 
Evansville State Hospital and visit 
with our veterans! We currently have 
11 veterans at the facility. We have 
been there two times as of this writing 
and had six or seven of them attend 
both times. It is not a mandatory event 
and several of the older or more 
physically ill patients are not allowed 
to attend due to hospital policy. 

Our normal monthly visits include 
some form of cake (a birthday cake if 
one of the veterans has a birthday that 
month), ice cream and soda pop. 
During the snack, we chat, and they 
often tell stories about their service, 
etc. After everyone is full of special 
treats, we play a rousing round of 
bingo with prizes such as shirts, socks, 

sweatpants, and hats. After every vet-
eran has won with one regular bingo, 
we play on until someone gets a cov-
er-all bingo, and they get to pick 
another prize. After that, we have to 
say our goodbyes until next month. 
Most of the veterans thank us for com-
ing, but of course, we tell them that’s 
just what we do.

Even though we haven’t been able 
to visit until recently, we have still 
been sending birthday treats, 
Christmas gifts as well as items for 
other holidays.

Barring any new restrictions, we 
will have our annual Christmas party 
with the veterans and several staff 
members on December 13th. While 
our normal monthly visits are only 
one hour, the December Christmas 
party visit is two hours from 11-1 pm. 
We carry in a chicken dinner from our 
local Grandy’s, complete with mashed 
potatoes, gravy, corn, green beans, 

and rolls. Deputy Susan makes a 
banana pudding for dessert, and 
everyone is stuffed by the time we get 
done! The veterans then take turns 
opening their presents and we usually 
spend time singing a few Christmas 
carols.

Due to Covid restrictions, details 
for the holiday celebrations are not yet 
final as to whether any special guests 
will be able to attend. Hopefully, we 
will be able to have the 8th District 
President and Commander there, as 
well as the Department leaders if their 
schedules allow. I will be finding out 
if their attendance will be permitted 
and issuing invitations accordingly.

No matter what the future holds, we 
will always strive to take care of our 
Evansville State Hospital veterans and 
see that they get what they want and 
need!

Evansville State
Cheryl Brady, Hospital Representative

The Medical 
Center still does 
not allow volun-
teer activity, so I 
have not been in 

the facility since prior to March 2020. 
However, deliveries are made to the 
loading dock and met by a staff mem-
ber of the Voluntary Service 
Department. The Center for 
Development and Civic Engagement 
(CDCE) quarterly meetings were all 
virtual and I recently received a per-
fect attendance certificate from 
National ALA! The upcoming meet-

ing is scheduled for October 20 and 
will be an in-person meeting; hope-
fully there will be some good news! 

The needs are ongoing; Walmart or 
Dollar General gift cards, sweatpants, 
tee shirts, bottled water and snacks for 
the clinic area and substance abuse 
unit, greeting cards and stamps, funds 
for transportation needs between mid-
night and 6AM for veterans who are 
not eligible for travel funds, and any 
other requests made by the CDCE.    
The estimated number of veterans 
served is 179 and estimated funds and 

in-kind value contributed to the wel-
fare of our veterans was $2,293.02 
(Department funds: $1651.32). Other 
associated expenses totaled $298.80. 
Every hour, every penny and every 
mile traveled needs to be reported. 
Thank you to all the units that donated 
to the Veterans Shower. 

“Veterans – Our Number One 
Priority” motivates the American 
Legion family to care for our veterans 
physically and emotionally every day! 
Be safe, be joyful and be blessed, my 
friends!

Louisville Robley Rex VAMC
Jennifer Moulden, Associate Representative

R i c h m o n d 
State Hospital is 
a public behav-
ioral facility 
owned by the 

state and one of six psychiatric hospi-
tals within Indiana.

Richmond State Hospital’s mission 
is, “To ensure that Indiana citizens 
have access to quality mental health 
and addiction services that promote 
individual, family and community 
resiliency and recovery.” This is truly 
accomplished with volunteers from 
different organizations helping the cli-
ents and veterans at Richmond State 
Hospital.

We, as the American Legion 
Auxiliary, are one of those organiza-
tions. We have seen improvement and 
recovery in veterans where they get 
discharged from the facility. We see 
that we brighten the spirits of the cli-
ents who served our country. We try to 
make them feel special and most 
importantly not forgotten. Also, dur-

ing the time of fellowship with the 
veterans, they may share stories and 
reminisce about their time in the mili-
tary. We are always ready to listen and 
learn of their experiences.

Some services that we provide for 
the veterans are as follows:  Give each 
veteran canteen and thrift store 
money; sponsor a picnic; provide 
meals on Veterans’ Day and Christmas; 
offer snacks and cards on Valentine’s 
Day, St Patrick’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Poppy Days and Thanksgiving. We 
also do Christmas shopping and gift-
giving for veterans, birthday cards and 
quarterly birthday lunches.

When each activity has ended, each 
volunteer leaves being uplifted know-
ing how appreciative each veteran is 
for us taking time out of our schedules 
for them. We are also thankful for 
them and their service so we may have 
our freedom here in America.

We currently have not been able to 
get back on track from Covid 19 at 
Richmond State Hospital. Therefore, 

we have not been permitted to visit; 
we have had one month with our vet-
erans since December 2019. However, 
we were allowed to deliver gift bags 
to them in December 2021, along with 
limited snacks and a short session of 
fellowship. We are very saddened by 
this as we sure do miss visiting with 
them.

The upcoming gift shop date listed 
in our 10th District Yearbook 2022-
2023 should have been TBA. We still 
have not received clearance to resume 
our normal activities although they 
keep saying it will happen. When this 
is announced, we will need the help of 
the American Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, 
Legion Riders, and non-members.

In the meantime, the veterans still 
receive canteen and thrift store money 
into their accounts to spend on the 
Richmond State Hospital Campus.

In closing, let’s all remember our 
veterans in our prayers.

Richmond State Hospital 
Sharon Baldwin, Representative with Josephine Monroe as Deputy 

Hello everyone! Let me say, “Thank 
you for all you do for our veterans at 
the Fort Wayne VA.”

We have a drive thru food pantry on 
the first Tuesday of every month. 
Every veteran is eligible for the food 
pantry; the only requirement needed is 
your VA identification card or a copy 
of your DD-214. All food is provided 
by the generous donations of many 
different organizations.

Every Tuesday is coffee and donuts 

day. 
The VA is once again giving flu 

shots and the COVID booster.
Changes are being made at the VA. 

Construction is under way for a new 
emergency room. The VA has opened 
a new wing that can accommodate 25 
short term in-patients.  

Volunteers are always needed. If 
you could give just a couple hours a 
week, it would be greatly appreciated.

Fort Wayne VA
Rose Zinkiewicz, VAVS Representative

The year of Covid is still a problem 
for our Hines VA hospital. We have not 
been able to visit or have our required 
meetings for the volunteers. Our space 
was used for an out-patient Covid clinic.

Clubs who regularly donate needed 
items have continued to collect and 
donate items for our veterans this past 
year. A big thank you to them for these 
continued donations.

We have a group of Auxiliary ladies 
who meet at the Post to sort and pre-

package care items so they can be deliv-
ered. Last month, I was able to make our 
first delivery in over one year to the new 
Hines volunteer service area.  The nurs-
es come to the office and then they are 
able to take the items to the patients.

The 1st District American Legion 
family leading our efforts at Hines 
Hospital:  Co-Chairs are Dan Mills, Post 
20, Crown Point and Jim Grauvogl, Post 
180, Highland; I will be working along-
side them as I represent the Auxiliary.  

Edward J. Hines Hospital
Barbara J. Sales, Associate Representative

District Objective Junior Members
Senior 

Members
Total

Percent of 
Goal

8 4043 147 1732 1879 46.73
6 4574 111 1968 2079 45.45

10 2847 82 1193 1275 44.44
11 1829 31 780 811 44.34
4 5193 95 2156 2251 43.35
5 3479 130 1248 1378 39.61
2 4716 63 1770 1833 38.87
9 4174 203 1398 1601 38.36
3 3387 67 1231 1298 38.32
1 1624 63 531 594 36.58
7 4225 56 1429 1485 35.15

777 331 0 156 156 47.13
40422 1048 15592 16640 41.17%

10/22/2022
American Legion Auxiliary District Membership Report

AND THE PACK IS TIGHT!!!!

Making Veterans Our 
Number 1 Priority

PURPLE UP, RACING FOR MEMBERSHIP,  
PUTTING VETERANS AS  

OUR #1 PRIORITY - ALA MEMBERS DO IT ALL!
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The Poppy Program was designed 
to promote and educate people about 
the history of the poppy and make 
them aware of the sacrifices our veter-
ans have made for us. In the spring of 
1919, amidst complete devastation, 
poppies bloomed in abundance on the 
battlefields of France where so many 
men had fallen in battle. A replica of 
this poppy has become the memorial 
flower of The American Legion fami-
ly. The American Legion was the first 
national organization to adopt the 
poppy as its memorial flower, having 
taken this action at the National 
Convention in Cleveland, September 
27—29, 1920. The American Legion 
Auxiliary adopted the poppy at its 
organizing convention held in Kansas 
City in October 1921. When the 
American Legion Auxiliary adopted 
the poppy, it pledged 100 percent of 
profits from the poppy distribution to 
welfare relief for servicemembers and 
their families, thus fulfilling the true 
meaning of the poppy: An emblem of 
faith, faith which is being kept with all 
who died through service to the living. 
We must make every effort to educate 
the public concerning the poppy’s 
significance and the financial benefit 
realized for the distribution of poppies 
for our veterans. 

The poppies are made by veterans 
and for the veteran and their families. 
Poppies are not sold but are given for 
a donation. 

WHAT DOES THE POPPY 
SYMBOLIZE?

The four petals represent: 
Dedication, sacrifice, responsibility, 
and compassion. 

The red petals stand for the vast 
outpouring of blood. 

The black stands for the mud and 
desolation of all battlefields. 

The green of the stem and foliage is 
symbolic of the forests, meadows, and 
fields where generations of Americans 
have perished to make this land free. 

The stem represents the courage and 
determination of our fallen warriors. 

This year we will have six different 
projects. The paper poppy must be the 
dominate focus in all six projects. Toy 
soldiers are to be incorporated in all 
projects. The poppy must always be 
an odd number. Don’t forget President 
Pam’s theme. (“Veterans Our Number 
1 Priority”) The six Poppy projects 
are: December – Decorate a Christmas 
tree with poppies (wall hanging tree); 
January – Make a corsage; February 
– Decorate a wreath (no bigger than 
14”); March – Make a center piece; 
April – Decorate a basket; and May – 
Decorate a hat. Let your mind wander, 
be creative but most of all have fun 
when making these projects. Our 
Junior projects will be: Poppy Poster, 
Poppy Corsage, and the Miss Poppy 
Contest.

Poppy

Rose Zinkiewicz 
Department Chair

I know it can be a little confusing to 
know the difference between Service 
to Veterans and VA&R, so I am hop-
ing to help clarify that for you. Service 
to Veterans works as part of the 
National Veterans Administration & 
Rehabilitation Program (VA&R). The 
purpose of Service to Veterans is to 
provide service to veterans outside the 
Veterans Administration Medical 
Centers (VAMC). This would include 
nursing homes, state hospitals, home-
less shelters and veterans in their own 
homes. Anything that you do for a 
veteran that is not within the VAMC 
system is considered Service to 
Veterans.  President Pam’s theme this 
year “Serving Veterans is our Number 
1 Priority” goes along perfectly with 
this chairmanship so keep it in mind 
as you plan your programs and activi-
ties.  

Our unit visits the veterans in our 
local nursing homes, usually on holi-
days, bringing them small gifts to let 
them know we care about them and 
that they are not forgotten. It has also 
allowed us to get to know them a little 
bit and we have been able to learn of 
other ways we can help.  You could do 
the same in your community or in a 
local homeless shelter or state hospi-
tal. If your unit doesn’t have the 
money for gifts, it is ok. The gift of 
your time is the most important thing 
you can give them; letting them know 
they are not forgotten and that we 
appreciate them and their service.

Stand Downs are also another way 
you could give aid to our homeless 
and other veterans in need. Your dona-
tions or services can be of help to get 
them what they need.

Maybe you have a neighbor who is 
a veteran that could use help with 
errands, yard work, meals or even a 

ride to a doctor’s appointment. It 
doesn’t have to be expensive or time 
consuming, but it can make a real dif-
ference in the life of a veteran.

If you don’t have a facility in your 
community where you can visit or 
volunteer, HVAF (Helping Veterans 
And their Families) in Indianapolis is 
always in need of items. They provide 
housing and basic needs to 200 home-
less veterans and are in Central 
Indiana. With thousands of homeless 
veterans on the street every night in 
our country, this could also be a proj-
ect to support.

There are so many things we can do 
to help our veterans. You can volun-
teer as an individual, a unit, Legion 
family or even with other veteran 
organizations in your community. 
Make sure you wear your American 
Legion Auxiliary apparel when you 
are volunteering to let people know 
who we are. And don’t forget to get 
your juniors involved too. There is 
something everyone can do to be in 
service to our veterans.

It is so important to keep track of 
everything you do including your 
hours, your monetary and in-kind 
donations, and miles driven. There is 
no mid-year report, so it is tempting to 
leave your reporting until the end of 
the year but trust me, it is so much 
easier if you keep track as you go.  
Keep a small notebook or a note on 
your phone to keep track of all that 
you do in service to our veterans out-
side of the VAMC. Your unit end-of-
year report will be due to your district 
chair no later than April 14th and the 
district year-end report is due to me no 
later than April 21st. 

I hope to have a lot of narratives to 
read for the Florence Briggs Monetary 
Award for the “Best Year-Round 
Narrative” report submitted by a unit 
to the department chair. Don’t forget 
to use President Pam’s theme! I also 
have personal awards this year for the 
unit member with the most volunteer 
hours, the unit chair with the best 
project to help our veterans, and the 
district chair with the highest percent-
age of units reporting.

I am excited to be serving as your 
Department Service to Veterans chair 
this year and I am looking forward to 
working with all the unit and district 
chairs. If you have questions or need 
assistance, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me. We are all in this 
together and together we can make a 
difference for our veterans.

Service to Veterans

Tamra Everhart 
Department Chair

Christmas Gift 
Shops Dates
Danville, IL VAMC

December 6th • 9:00 am
Marion, IN VAMC

TBA • TBA
Richmond State Hospital

November 5th • TBA
Roudebush VAMC

November 30th (Post 33) • 12:30 pm
IVH

December 17th • 10:00 am

Calendar of Events
November – Education
November 11: Veterans’ Day 
November 11: Veterans’ Day Parade
November 13: Richmond Christmas Gift Wrap
November 24 and 25: Thanksgiving Holiday 

(Offi ce closed)
November 30: Deadline for all mandatory fees to 

the Department HQ
November 30: Roudebush Christmas Gift Wrap 

@ Brownsburg Post 331 at 12:30 pm

December – Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation & IVH
December 9: Department Auxiliary Christmas Party 

(11 am – 2 pm)
December 7: Pearl Harbor Day
December 17: IVH Gift Wrap 10:00 am
December 24-31: Christmas Holiday (Offi ce Closed)

January  – National Security

January 2: Offi ce Closed
January 13-15: Mid-Winter Conference, 

Marriott East Hotel, Indianapolis, IN
January 16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed 

(Offi ce Closed)

February – Americanism & Legislative

February 11: Lincoln’s Birthday
February 11-12: Lincoln Pilgrimage
February 20: President’s Day (Offi ce Closed)
February 20: Washington’s Birthday
February 27-March 2: Washington, DC, NEC Trip

District Meetings

November 2:  District 1, Gary 279
November 2:  District 11, Speedway 500 

(Department Visitation)
November 5: District 7, Martinsville 230
November 6:  District 6, Newport 184
November 9: District 2, West Lafayette 492 

(Department Visitation)
November 12: District 3, Michigan 451
November 12: District 9, Brookville 77
November 13: District 8, Holland 343
November 19: District 5, VanBuren 368

December 7: District 1, Crown Point 20
December 7: District 11, Beech Grove 276
December 14: District 4, Fort Wayne 
December TBA: District 6
December 2022: District 7, Drive Around
December 13: District 10, Yorktown 321

January 5: District 1, Griffi th 66
January 7: District 7, Linton 22
January 8: District 8, Rockport 254
January 14: District 3, LaPorte 83
January 15: District 6, Carmel 155
January 21: District 5, Van Buren 368

February 8: District 2, Roselawn 238
February 8: District 4, Garrett 178
February 11: District 3, South Bend 50
February 11: District 7, Spencer Post 285
February 12: District 8, Jasper #147
February 14: District 10, Selma 437
February 18: District 5, Tipton 46
February 18: District 9, Bedford 33
February 19: District 6, Noblesville 45
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2022 InstallatIons

PROMOTING PAM: Kim Heiser 
proudly endorses Pam Shook for 
Department President.

TAKING THE OATH OF OFFICE: The Auxiliary leadership pledged 
their service during the 2022-23 Installation Ceremony.

A LEGION FAMILY: National 
President Vickie Koutz is 
escorted by her husband,  
Jim Koutz, Past National 
Legion Commander, and her 
son, Michael Koutz,  
SAL member who introduced 
Vickie during her installation 
ceremony.

TEAM INDIANA: The 
leadership of Indiana 
expressed great pride in and 
strong support of Vickie.

A TRIBUTE TO THE FLAG: 
Past Honorary Junior 
President from Indiana 
presented a moving flag 
tribute (photo courtesy of 
Vicky Stainbrook).

GOD BLESS AMERICA: 
Indiana’s Jane Ann Hamby  
got everyone on their feet, 
closing out a beautiful 
installation ceremony, with the 
song, “God Bless America.”

NATIONAL FIRST FAMILY: 
SAL Commander Chris 
Carlton, ALA National 
President Vickie Koutz, and 
Legion National Commander 
Vincent “Jim” Troiola.

MADAM PRESIDENT: PDP Nancy Magginis 
proudly installs Pam Shook as the 2022-23 
ALA Department President!

NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT TAKES THE 
PODIUM: President Pam expresses her honor 
and gratitude to the delegation. This year’s 
theme will be, “Veterans Our Number 1 Priority.”

PRESIDENT’S PROJECTS: President Pam’s two projects 
this year will be the Indiana Veterans’ Home and Operation 
Comfort Warriors. Past National Commander Jim Koutz 
provided an overview of the OCW program.

DISTRICT DAUGHTERS: The newly installed eleven 
“District Daughters” listen as they are charged with leading 
their districts to success!

THE LEGION FAMILY: Department Commander Jim 
Daube brought congratulations, greetings ... and a friendly 
membership wager!

BROTHERLY LOVE: Pam received 
congratulations and a warm hug from her 
brothers Ira and Jerry.

FABULOUS FOUR: Jerry, Pam, Nancy and 
Ira pose together following the beautiful 
installation ceremony.


